THE patient, a man aged 40, has suffered from attacks of lichen planus for many years, and about twelve years ago, when he attended Westminster Hospital under the late Dr. Colcott Fox, a section was made from his skin by Dr. Adamson. He has now typical lichen planus papules around his waist, in the areas of pressure due to his truss, but I brought him on account of another eruption which he has had on the left lower abdomen for about a year. This consists of closely aggregated, discrete, shiny, convex, follicular papules, somewhat indistinct when viewed by artificial light, but quite definite and characteristic by daylight; each follicle being picked out by a miliary papule, rounded in outline and of a reddish-brown or bronze colour. The papules are uniform in shape and size, and do not possess the peculiar grouping,, colour or configuration of lichen planus papules nor coalesce to form patches as in that disease. I have seen a similar eruption on the abdomen before in two or three cases, but not in association with lichen planus. I have not seen the condition described. I brought the case in
order to obtain the opinion of members as to its nature, and whether it is a follicular hypertrophy, associated with the lichen planus, or a separate and distinct eruption. There are also some large patches of brownish yellow discoloration on the extensor surfaces of the forearms and on the inner and upper aspect of the left thigh, which the patient states are the result of a condition similar to that on the abdomen. With the exception of slight irritation, he does not suffer inconvenience from the eruption. The PRESIDENT: I am familiar with the appearance of the eruption that Dr. Dore mentions, but I do not anticipate that it will assume the typical features of lichen planus papules.
Dr. ADAMSON: This case seems to have no unusual features. We are all familiar with the association of follicular papules with lichen planus under the name first employed, I think, by Dr. Pringle, of lichen plano-pilaris. Whether the follicular papules are of the lichen spinulosus type, or are the large papules with horny plugs called lichen acuminatus, or are small papules without spines, as in Dr. Dore's case, seems to me merely a question of degree.
Dr. GRAHAM LITTLE: The eruption on the abdomen to which Dr. Dore draws attention is as characteristic of lichen planus as are the lesions on the back. It is impossible to draw a hard and fast line in a disease characterized by such protean forms of eruption.
Dr. MCLEOD: As soon as I saw it I connected the eruption on this man's abdomen with lichen planus. I agree with Dr. Dore that the papules are different from those of lichen spinulosus.
Dr. DORE (in reply): I cannot agree with Dr. Adamson's opinion that this is a common condition frequently met with in association with lichen planus; the papules have not the well-known character of that disease, they are not acuminate like those of lichen spinulosus, there are no spines nor follicular plugs, and it is unlike any eruption I have seen described as " lichen plano-pilaris " or simple lichenification. It is not, in my opinion, commonly observed either with or apart from lichen planus, and I am inclined to regard it as a distinct eruption. (May 17, 1917.) Multiple Soft Moles. By S. E. DORE, M.D. THIS man, aged 41, has a large number of tumours, varying in size from a millet seed to a large pea, scattered over the face, chin and scalp. There are about fifteen on each side of the face and forehead. They are soft, rounded, sessile growths, of the same colour as the skin. He has noticed them for about five years. There is also a much larger tumour on the scalp which I take to be a sebaceous cyst. One of the growths was removed and a section showed the characteristic structure
